Performing Arts

Upcoming Performances
Performing Arts Highlight Show
BG Days Main Stage
Saturday, September 1 at 12:45 pm

Brighton Beach Memoirs
By Neil Simon
Fall Adult Nonmusical
Directed by Abby Vombrack

Join the participants and staff of Big Deal Productions and the Buffalo Grove
Studio of Dance for a trip down memory lane, as they present highlights from
their 2017-18 performance season at the BG Days Main Stage at 12:45 pm
on Saturday, September 1. Featuring music from Getting to Know… Oklahoma,
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Annie, Jr., and The Little Mermaid,
this free performance will provide a great opportunity to revisit some of your
favorite theatrical moments from the past season, or can be your first chance to
see them if you missed it the first time. The Hot Shots (the competitive dance
team from the Buffalo Grove Studio of Dance) and the Crescendo Show Choir
will also present some of their favorite numbers from the past season. For more
information, contact Lindsay Grandt at 847.850.2132 or lindsay@bgparks.org.

Big Deal Productions is pleased to present Brighton Beach Memoirs, by Neil
Simon. This play follows the journey of a boy named Eugene Jerome, as he
grows up in Brooklyn in 1937, learning about girls, family, relationships, and
the impending war. He makes many witty observations about life and the need
for family throughout the play, as he interacts with his passionate, quirky PolishJewish relatives. This show is recommended for ages 16 and older. We are
excited to be back performing at the Community Arts Center on October 19 ,
20 and 26 at 7:30 pm, and October 20, 21 and 27 at 2 pm. Tickets are $19
in advance, and $22 at the door, and will be available beginning September
11 at bigdealproductions.org. Concessions, including beer and wine will be
available for purchase. For more information, please contact Jessi Hersman at
847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.

BG Singers

Mary Poppins, Jr.

21st Century Broadway: Premieres & Revivals
Directed by Linda Rosen
Choreography and Assistant Direction by Charla Silver
Accompanied by Daniel Ermel

Fall Children’s Theatre

Friday, September 28 at 7:30 pm
Saturday, September 29 at 3 pm
Sunday, September 30 at 3 pm
Join the BG Singers as they celebrate the inauguration of the new theater at
the Community Arts Center with their 26th annual concert titled, 21st Century
Broadway: Premieres and Revivals. From new shows, such as Dear Evan Hansen,
Beautiful, Something Rotten, Waitress, Hamilton, and Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, to revivals of Broadway hits from Hello Dolly, The King and I, and Guys
and Dolls, just to name a few of the exciting selections of this year’s show.
Tickets for the performance will be available online at bigdealproductions.org
starting on August 29. Tickets for seniors (ages 62 and up) and children (ages
12 and under) are $15, and tickets for adults are $17. All tickets purchased
at the door will be $20. For more information, contact Lindsay Grandt at
847.850.2132 or lindsay@bgparks.org.
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Big Deal Productions is thrilled to present Mary Poppins, Jr. as the Fall 2018
Children’s Theatre production. Based on one of the most popular Disney movies
of all time, and the highly successful Broadway musical, this “practically perfect”
show will be a treat for the whole family. Featuring unforgettable songs from
the movie, such as A Spoonful of Sugar, Feed the Birds, Let’s Go Fly a Kite, and
incredible dance numbers, like Step In Time, this will be a show you won’t soon
forget.
Performances will be held on November 9, 10 and 16 at 7:30 pm, and
November 11 and 17 at 2 pm at the Community Arts Center. Tickets will be
available for purchase at bigdealproductions.org starting on October 5. All
tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. For more information, please
contact Lindsay at 847.850.2132 or lindsay@bgparks.org.
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Upcoming Auditions
Mary Poppins, Jr.

Advanced Placement Theatre Company

Fall Children’s Theatre

August 16

Big Deal Productions is thrilled to announce auditions for our fall Children’s
Theater presentation of Mary Poppins, Jr. Auditions are open to all performers
in grades 3 - 10, and will be held on Wednesday, September 5 and
Thursday, September 6 from 5:30 - 8:30 pm at the Community Arts Center.
Callbacks will be held on Monday, September 10 in the evening. Please
prepare approximately 1 minute of a musical theater song, and bring an
accompaniment CD/iPod with your song selection. Please dress comfortably
and wear appropriate footwear for a dance audition.

Big Deal Productions is pleased to announce auditions for our advanced acting
class for grades 6 - 12. These classes will meet either Tuesday or Thursday,
depending on placement. Please prepare a comedic or dramatic monologue
that is 60 - 90 seconds.

If cast in the show, there is a participation fee of $230, which includes topnotch musical theatre instruction, a commemorative libretto, and a show t-shirt.
Rehearsals for this production will be held on Monday and Wednesday
evenings, and Sunday afternoons. Cast members will be responsible for
securing appropriate footwear/tights/undergarments and stage make-up
for the show. Performances are scheduled for November 9 - 17. Audition
appointments will be reserved online for this production starting on August 1.
Please visit us online at bigdealproductions.org, and click on the link that says
Audition Appointments to reserve your audition time. Auditions appointments
are limited and filled on a first come, first served basis. For more information,
please contact Lindsay Grandt at 847.850.2132 or lindsay@bgparks.org.

The full year (September 2018 to June 2019) and a rehearsal schedule will
be created after conflicts are considered. If placed in our advanced program,
there is a participation fee of $375 based on your class. For more information
or to sign up for your audition, please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152
or jessi@bgparks.org.

Tribe: A Playback Theatre Troupe
August 16
This group of highly trained young performers specializes in the art of Playback
Theatre, an improvisational form of theatre in which audience or group
members tell a story from their lives, and watch them enacted on the spot. We
tour in the area doing this work for entertainment and therapeutic purposes.
We also will work with the community to present improv workshops and more.
This is a full-year commitment, available for grades 7 - 12.
You do not need to have experience with this type of theatre to audition. At
the audition, you will participate in games and activities to work together
as a group as you learn the art form prior to your audition. The full year
(September 2018 to June 2019) and a rehearsal schedule will be created
after conflicts are considered. If placed in our advanced program, there is a
participation fee of $375 based on your class. For more information or to
sign up for your audition, please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or
jessi@bgparks.org.

Big Deal Productions is excited to announce auditions for the 2018-19
Crescendo Show Choir! Auditions are open to all performers in grades 5 12, and will be held on Thursday, September 20 from 5:30 - 8:30 pm at the
Community Arts Center. Auditions will consist of singing and dancing. Please
prepare approximately 1 minute of a musical theatre or pop song, and bring
an accompaniment CD or iPod with your song selection. Performers will sing
their prepared song individually, and will then move on to the group dance
portion of the audition, where they will be taught a short routine by the Crescendo
Choreographer. Please bring appropriate attire for a dance audition.
Audition appointments will be reserved online for this program starting on August
24. Please visit us online at bigdealproductions.org, and click on the link that
says Crescendo Show Choir Auditions to reserve your audition time. Auditions
appointments are limited and filled on a first come, first served basis.
The group will rehearse on Saturday mornings from 9 - 10:30 am (and occasional
Friday evenings) from September 29 - June 1. Please contact the producer,
Lindsay Grandt, at lindsay@bgparks.org for a detailed schedule. The season
will culminate with mainstage performances on June 7 and 8 at the Community
Arts Center.

Audition Workshops
Mary Poppins, Jr. Audition Workshop
Join the production staff of Mary Poppins, Jr. for a fun and informational
workshop prior to auditions. The workshop will give you the chance to meet
several key members of the production team, and will provide an opportunity
to learn a song from the show, as well as the audition dance in advance. We
welcome all age-appropriate performers to participate, regardless of whether
or not they’re auditioning for the show. All participants must pre-register for this
class; no walk-in registration will be accepted. For more information, please
contact Lindsay Grandt at 847.850.2132 or lindsay@bgparks.org.
Age: 8 - 16 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260807-12

Tue

Sept 4

6:30 - 8:30 pm

$15/$22

Instructor: Staff		

Location: Community Arts Center

If accepted into the group, a registration fee of $300 will be due for the season.
Participants will also be required to purchase performance shoes and their
performance costume (costume not to exceed $50) which will be theirs to keep.
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» Performing Arts

Acting Academy
Curtains Up: Audition Preparation Classes

Spotlights: Performance Experience Classes

Big Deal Productions Academy is pleased to announce a new program that
focuses on getting each student ready for their next big audition. Whether
fine tuning your skill set, or joining a theatre class for the first time, these
classes are a perfect fit. Learn through games and activities appropriate
for each participant’s age level; and, experience how to have a successful,
professional and fun audition process. There will be mock auditions through
out the class, or at the end of the session. For more information, please
contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.

Drama Dress Up With My Family

Auditions Stars

Calling all drama queens and kings and their drama mama or papa
(grandparents are welcome too)! This class is designed to help your little
performer sing, dance and dress up, all while experiencing what it is like
to be in a class. Together, you will create and perform, while we focus on
self expression and creative play. Your little star will walk away with fun
memories and crafts. For more information, please contact Jessi Hersman at
847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.
Age: 3 - 5 years

Age: 6 - 9 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260832-04

Thu

Sept 20 - Dec 20

6 - 7 pm

$120/$150

Instructor: Ginsberg		

Location: Community Arts Center

Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260838-01

Sat

Sept 22 - Dec 22

9 - 10 am

$120/$150

Instructor: Staff		

Location: Community Arts Center

Showbiz Kids Club

My Strongest Me
Age: 10 - 14 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260832-03

Thu

Sept 20 - Dec 20

8 - 9 pm

$120/$150

Instructor: Ginsberg		

Location: Community Arts Center

Footlights: Improvisation Classes

Age: 4 - 6 years

Join us while we learn the hilarious art of improv, through a wide variety of
fun games and activities. This series of classes is perfect for students who
are ready to get silly and get creative, all while building self confidence
and social skills. These classes are great for beginners or professionals in
the improv world. The last day of class will be open, for you to see your
actor’s use their skills. For more information, please contact Jessi Hersman at
847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.

Footlights: Improv Extravaganza
Age: 6 - 8 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260821-04

Sat

Sept 22 - Dec 22

10 - 11 am

$120/$150

Instructor: Hannon-Geller

Based off of our highly popular Showbiz Kids summer camp, this is the place
to be for kids who are ready to be a part of a real musical performance. Each
star will be cast in our musical review to be performed for friends and family
the last week of class. Students will also learn about set, costumes and props
as they prepare for their big show. This is your child's chance to build self
confidence and be a star! There will be a showcase the last week of class.
For more information, please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or
jessi@bgparks.org.

Location: Community Arts Center

Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260819-01

Tue

Sept 18 - Dec 18

5:30 - 6:30 pm

$108/$135

Instructor: Nece		

Location: Community Arts Center

Musical Theatre Magic
Based off the popular Musical Theatre Studio class, this new class is designed
to embrace each individual participant as they learn dynamic and expressive
acting through song and music. With games, songs and performing, they will
feel like superstars, and learn the basics to help them become a triple threat in
no time. There will be a showcase the last week of class. For more information,
please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.
Age: 7 - 11 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

Footlights: Improv Comedy Club

260820-01

Tue

Sept 18 - Dec 18

6:30 - 7:30 pm

$108/$135

Age: 9 - 12 years

260820-03

Thu

Sept 20 - Dec 20

7 - 8 pm

$108/$135

Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

Instructor: Ginsberg/Nece

260821-02

Sat

Sept 22 - Dec 22

11 am - 12 pm

$120/$150

Instructor: Staff		

Location: Community Arts Center

Location: Community Arts Center

Acting Enthusiasts
Big Deal Academy has created this class to help your budding thespian become
an acting pro. Your student will use creative play, games and activities to
hone in on their love for performing. Using scenes and their imaginations, they
will grow into stronger actors, and have a blast. There will be a showcase
the last week of class. For more information, please contact Jessi Hersman at
847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.
Age: 9 - 12 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260822-01

Tue

Sept 18 - Dec 18

7:30 - 8:30 pm

$108/$135

Instructor: Nece		
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Location: Community Arts Center
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Adult Scene Study
Join us, as we jump into some of your favorite scenes from plays, movies
and even TV shows. We will also learn a variety of techniques to help you
become a more confident actor and person. You will walk away from this
class with an understanding of several different ways to connect with a script
and the art of acting. (JG)
Age: 18 years and up
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260825-01

Thu

Sept 20 - Dec 20

7 - 8:30 pm

$108/$135

Instructor: Martin

Location: Community Arts Center

Lime Lights: Theatre Combination Classes
These programs touch on all the different areas of theatre. Each class will
offer something fun and exciting. Activities will include improvisation, theatre
performance, auditioning, scene study, acting games and confidence building
exercises. Your student will magnify their love for theatre, while developing a
broad skill set. They are sure to leave with a smile each week. (JH)

Mighty Minis
Age: 5 - 7 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260834-01

Mon

Sept 17 - Dec 17

4:30 - 5:30 pm

$74/$92

260834-02

Wed

Sept 19 - Dec 19

6 - 7 pm

$74/$92

Instructor: Nece/Notterman

Location: Community Arts Center

Center Stage Stars

Special Recreation Buddy Programs
Broadway Buddies - Footloose
The Buffalo Grove Park District and NWSRA are pleased to offer this
program for participants with disabilities that will help enhance creativity
through theatre games and activities! Our buddies classes are designed so
that together, participants of all abilities can create and explore the arts. The
show we will be performing this year is Footloose. The Broadway Buddies
class promotes inclusion and partnership. Due to our high enrollment, we
are offering 2 sections this year. The classes will perform in the final show
together. Classes will meet Tuesdays from 5:30 - 6:30 pm or 6:30 - 7:30
pm at the Community Arts Center. To receive an application to be a buddy,
please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org. To
register to be an actor, please contact the NWSRA at 847.392.2848.

Choir Buddies
The Buffalo Grove Park District and NWSRA are pleased to offer this program
for participants with disabilities, that will help enhance creativity through songs
and concert style performances. Our buddies classes are designed so that together, participants of all abilities can create and explore the arts. The Choral
Buddies class promotes inclusion and partnership. This class will do a spring
concert in May of 2019, and possibly a winter showcase. Class will meet
Tuesdays from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at the Community Arts Center. To receive an
application to be a buddy, please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152
or jessi@bgparks.org. To register to be a singer, please contact the NWSRA
at 847.392.2848.

Touring Ensembles
Presented by:

Age: 7 - 9 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260834-05

Mon

Sept 17 - Dec 17

5:30 - 6:30 pm

$74/$92

260834-04

Wed

Sept 19 - Dec 19

7 - 8 pm

$74/$92

Instructor: Nece/Notterman

Location: Community Arts Center

Act Out Loud
Age: 10 - 14 years
Code

Day

Date

Time

R/NR Fee

260834-03

Thu

Sept 20 - Dec 20

8 - 9 pm

$74/$92

Instructor: Nece		

Location: Community Arts Center

BG Singers Encore! is a group of talented men and women who travel
the Chicagoland area entertaining at corporate parties, benefits, libraries,
festivals and retirement homes. They have performed at such events as the
Arlington Million and Long Grove’s Strawberry Festival, and have sung the
National Anthem at both Wrigley Field and the former U.S. Cellular Field.
The group delights audiences with shows that feature their high-energy and
enthusiastic vocal performances. Especially popular is their Holiday Show
that they offer during the months of November and December. Encore! is
proud that they were the champion in "Sing 2011," a national competition
for singing ensembles.

For information on how to book this talented group for your
next function, go to bgencore.org or call Bruce Bohrer at
847.394.2797.

Tribe: A Playback Theatre Troupe
This group of highly trained young performers specialize in the art of playback
theatre - an improvisational form of theatre in which audience or group
members tell a story from their lives, and watch them enacted on the spot. We
tour in the area doing this work for entertainment and therapeutic purposes.
We also will work with the community to present improv workshops, original
scripts, winter break field trips on programming, and perform at events like
Cinderella’s Royal Ball children’s event. This is a full-year commitment, available
for students in grades 7 - 12, with auditions in the winter. For more information,
please contact Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 or jessi@bgparks.org.
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Private Instruction
Piano Lessons
The Buffalo Grove Park District offers piano lessons at a variety of days and
times. Children 6 years and older (or confident readers) and adults with
all levels of experience are welcome; and, no prior instruction in piano
or music is required. Students may need to purchase their own instruction
books and music, typically less than $25. Please call Lindsay Grandt at
847.850.2132 for pricing information or to reserve the next available
session.

Private Acting Instruction
Big Deal Productions is excited to offer private acting instruction for actors
on a weekly basis, or in preparation for an upcoming audition. Children
and adults with all levels of experience are welcome. This is a wonderful
opportunity to learn more acting techniques in a one on one setting. Private
Acting Instruction is offered on a variety of different days and times. Lessons
are $30 for a half-hour session and $50 for a full hour session. Please call
Jessi Hersman at 847.850.2152 for more information or to reserve a time
for your individualized acting session.

Have you ever had to walk through a cloud of
smoke? Has your little one ever picked up a
cigarette butt while playing?

ENJOY THE FRESH AIR!
Smoking (including e-cigarettes) is not permitted
anywhere on Buffalo Grove Park District property.
This includes all parks, athletic fields, spectator
viewing areas and parking lots.
» No secondhand smoke.
» No cigarette litter means cleaner parks.
ORDINANCE 05-7-1
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» A safer environment for everyone.
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Giving is one of the most significant demonstrations of commitment
to the community that an individual can make. If you would
like to have direct involvement in the cultural enrichment of our
community theatre for generations to come, please consider
supporting I Heart the Arts. Donations are tax deductible. For
more information or to donate, visit bgarts.org.

Projects
This most recent phase of projects that was made possible by the donations
we receive included renovating the multipurpose room, installing pitched,
theater-style seating, a new HVAC system, and remodeling of the lobby.

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

The multipurpose room was completely remodeled to better accommodate the
needs of Park District programs, as well as members of the community who
rent the facility for parties and events. Improvements to the room included a
retractable divider, technology to accommodate meetings and presentations,
and additional bathrooms. There was also a new building entrance added
on the north side.

HVAC

Due to the age of the system, as well as the lack of functionality after reconfiguring the entire building, much of the HVAC system needed to be replaced.

LOBBY & CONCESSIONS

The lobby area received a complete facelift, that included new flooring and
interior design, acoustical improvements, and a new concessions area.

THEATER

The biggest part of the project was the redesigning of the house portion of
the theater. The theater now has new pitched, stadium-style seating, complete
with wide aisles and approximately 350 comfortable fold-out seats. The control room was also relocated, adding an additional entrance/exit; and, we
upgraded the house lighting system.
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